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pmerican Red Cross

The American Red Cross, a humanitarian organization led by volunteers and guided by its
Congressional Charter and by the Fundamental Princi ples of the International Red Cross

Movement, will provide relief to victims of disaste rs and help people prevent, prepare for and
respond to emergencies

Humanity — Impartiality — Neutrality — Independence
Voluntary Service — Unity — Universality



More than 240 families throughout Polk and
Highlands Counties were displaced this year
by home or apartment fires. Bartow, Haines
City and Lakeland all saw large multi-unit fires
The Red Cross was there to assist more than
80 people with emergency assistance and
shelter.

A power substation fire in August 2007 cre-
ated a double need. We provided shelter for
local residents evacuated from the toxic fumes
and also provided food and water for emer-
gency crews working for three straight days to
contain the fire.

Over the winter holidays, Red Cross volun-
teers helped 14 families displaced by fires in
two weeks — a family per day. In one fire, a
family member did not survive.

In January 2008, we supported emergency
personnel working the mass casualty Inter-
state-4 pileup by providing food and hydration
at the scene.

In February, with simultaneous wildfires and
warehouse fires, Red Cross volunteers in both
counties provided food and water for the fire
crews working all night to contain the blazes.

We assisted 370 military families.

Our Health & Safety department trained
10,756 people in life-saving techniques.
Community Disaster preparation and re-
sponse information was provided to
16,825 people.

Babysitting Boot Camp trained 35 youths
to be Red Cross Certified Babysitters in
our community.

Our chapter offered Pet First Aid and
CPR classes to keep pets in residents’
disaster plans.

Red Cross volunteers responded to 200
separate disaster incidents and helped
246 local families after disasters, most of
which were home fires.

Polk County Chapter

147 Avenue A, NW, Winter Haven, FL 33881-4501
(863) 294-5941; Fax (863) 293-9626
polkcofl@polkredcross.org
http://polkcountyfl.redcross.org

Highlands County Service Center

106 Medical Center Avenue, Sebring, FL 33870
(863) 386-4440; Fax (863) 386-4449
hcarc@uvistanet.net
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R. Nelson Kirkland Chair Don Tompkins First Vice Chair

Lisa Thomas Secretary Brian Boyce Second Vice Chair

David Onstead Treasurer Kathryn Koch-O’Malley Third Vice Chair
Thomas E. Costello Executive Director

Bob Arnold Vicki Friend-Jarvis Brent Parrish
Bruce Borkosky Willene W. Johnson Mikie Patterson
Tracy Nable-Bryant ~ Sherry Kennedy Steven Rudolph
Edward G. Bullard Laura S. Kersey Alex Santiago
Jennifer Cone Sharon K. Koehler-Harter Fran Stebbins
Jason Daniel Kathy MacNeill David Tanis
Justin Davis Keith P. Merritt John Thompson
David DeAngelo Eric J. Olson Jason True
David L. Holt James O’Malley Bill Watson
ENDING NET ASSETS $ 739,676

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS, REVENUES AND GAINS $ 734,531

EXPENSES

Armed Forces Emergency Services
Disaster Services

Health & Safety Services
International Services

Inter-Red Cross Reimbursable Costs
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Total Program Services $ 629,898
Membership and Fund Raising $ 192,259
Management and General $ 45,120

Total Supporting Services $ 237,379

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 867,277
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ArrMaz Custom Chemicals
Hall Communications

State Farm Insurance
CEMEX

Florida Handling Systems
JVS Contracting

Bartow Regional Medical Center
Mosaic Fertilizer Company
Alan Jay Automotive Group
Winter Haven Hospital
Jewett Middle Academy
The Thakkar Foundation
Highlands Today

Florida Hospital Heartland
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
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Bright House Networks

The Ledger

News Chief

Dale C. Rossman Inc.

Godwin Pumps

Kimmins Contracting Corp.

Heart of Florida Regional Medical Center
Publix Super Market Charities, Inc.
Publix Employees Federal Credit Union
Shalamar Creek Golf and Country Club
Florida’s Blood Centers

Cohan Radio Group

WFHT Radio

Heartland Sun Times

News-Sun
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In the next year, the American Red Cross Polk County Chapter plans to maintain the
quality of service delivery, with an emphasis on our financial development. The crucial
aspect of funding the important work of the American Red Cross in your community
must remain our focus, so we may always be there to help you and your neighbors.



